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MEASURING HIGH EXPECTATIONS IN AIKEN COUNTY WITH SOUTH CAROLINA’S
COLLEGE AND CAREER READY ASSESSMENTS

“Overall, we are assessing students by a more rigorous standard,” remarked
Aiken County Public Schools’ Superintendent Dr. Sean Alford. “South Carolina,
like many other states, is working to increase learning expectations for students.”

The largest shift in assessment is the deliberate effort to monitor student progress
across grade levels. “We finally have longitudinal measure of student
performance and an actual projection of readiness for post-secondary
opportunities,” Dr. Alford continued.

ACT Aspire

ACT Aspire, the statewide assessment for English Language Arts and math in
grades three through eight, replaced SCPASS for those subjects. Aiken County
administered ACT Aspire for the first time last April.
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SCPASS

SC PASS in science and social studies was administered in grades four through
eight in May of last year. Elementary school students’ scores show an increase in
all areas, middle schools also showed gains.

The SCPASS assesses the science and social studies standards in grades four
through eight and indicates student comprehension of subject-specific
standards for each grade level. The tests allow educators to evaluate their
instruction in targeted areas.
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